
 



 



 



 



Kuvempu University 

B. A. Political Science Semester Course (CBCS) 

Syllabus to be introduced from the academic year 2024-25 

I SEMESTER 
 

Title of the Course: Basic Concepts of Political Science 
 

1. Number of hours of teaching per week   :  05 Hours 

2.  Number of Credits  :  05 

 

Course Outcome: 
 Develop a conceptual understanding regarding the nature and philosophy of 

political science and its interface with society. The course enables students to develop 

qualities of responsible and proactive citizenship in a democracy. 

 

Learning Outcome: 
 Political Science conceptually and will gain knowledge to explain and analyze 

pragmatic politics in day to day life. 

 The dynamics of politics and appreciate its importance in a life of citizen. 

 The democratic spirit and the democratic functioning of a state. 

 

Unit  : 1 Political Science 
 

          A)  Political Science -Meaning, Nature, Scope  and Importance of  

                Political Science 

  B)  Methods of studying Political Science 

 Historical Method 

 Observational method 

 Comparative Method 

 Empirical method 

Unit : 2   State 

         A) State -Meaning,  Definition and Elements of State 
 

   B) Origin of the  State – Divine theory, Historical Theory and  Social contract  

      theory ( with special reference to Hobbes, John Locks and J.J. Rousseau),  

Unit : 3  Sovereignty  

   A) Sovereignty - Meaning,  Characteristics and Kinds of Sovereignty 
 

 B) Theories of Sovereignty  

  Monistic Theory( with special reference to John Austin) 

 Pluralistic theory 
 



 

Unit  : 4   Law, Rights and Duties 

     A) Law - Meaning, Importance,  Sources and Kinds of Law 

     B) Rights - Meaning, Importance,  Kinds and  Safeguards of Rights 

     C) Duties - Meaning, Importance and Kinds of Duties 
 

 

Unit: 5 Equality,  Liberty and Justice 

      A)  Equality - Meaning, Importance and  kinds of Equality 

      B)  Liberty - Meaning, Importance and  kinds of Liberty 

      C)  Justice - Meaning, Importance,  kinds of Justice and John Rawl's theory of justice  

 

Books for Reference  

 Gauba, O.P., An Introduction to Political Theory, Lauren Asher, 2023 

 Agarwal, R. S., Political Theory (Principles of Political Science), S. Chand, 

2024. 

 Heywood, Andrew, Political ideas and concepts: An Introduction 

Macmillan, 1994.  

 Kapur, A.C., Principles of Political Science, S. Chand and Sons, 2004.  

 Johari, J.C., Principles of  Modern Political Science, Sterling Publishers 

Private Limited, 1995.  

 Agarwal, N. N., Bushan, Vidya and Bhawan, Vishnoo,   Principles of 

Political Science, R. Chand and Co, 1998.  
 

 A.C. Kapur                                 -                   Principles of Political theory 

 Asirvatham E.                             -                   Political Theory 

 J.C. Johari                                   -                   Contemporary Political Theory 

 K. Chandrashekar                       -                   Harold J. Laski: State and  

                                                                         ideologies 

 ಎ�. �ಷ� ��                       -                  �ಜ�ೕಯ ��� ಂತ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kuvempu University 
B. A. Political Science Semester Course (CBCS) 

Syllabus to be introduced from the academic year 2024-25 
 

II SEMESTER 
 

 

Title of the Course     :    Political Theory and ideology 
 

3. Number of hours of teaching per week   :  05 Hours 

4.  Number of Credits  :  05 

Course Outcome: 
 The course aims at familiarizing the theories of politics and Political Science 

synthesizing it with the skills required to engage in debates surrounding the application 

of politics and the Science of Politics. 

 

Learning Outcome: 
 The nature, relevance of Political Theory and its application. 

 And analyses the concepts like Liberty, Equality, Justice and Rights. 

 And to reflect upon the current debates in Political Theory. 
 

Unit  1 Political Theory 

 Meaning and importance of political theory 

 Difference between Political theory and ideology 

 Decline and Resurrection of Political Theory 

Unit  2 Democracy 

 Meaning and importance of Democracy 

 Essential elements of Democracy 

 Merits and Demerits of Democracy 

 Challenges of Democracy 

 Unit   3  

A) Liberalism  

 Meaning and  principles of Liberalism 

  Neo- Liberalism.  Libertarianism 

B) Socialism  



 Meaning and principles of Socialism 

C) Communism 

  Meaning and Principles of Communism 

 Karl  Marx - Dialectical and Historical Materialism 

Unit  4  

A) Secularism 

 Meaning of Secularism 

 Debates on  Secularism   –  Arguments  For  and Against  

B) Communitarianism 

 Meaning,  origin and growth of Communitarianism 

C) Multiculturalism   

 Meaning,  origin and growth of Multiculturalism 

Unit  5  Feminism 

 Meaning,  origin and growth of Feminism 

  Theories of Feminism -  Liberal Feminism, Neo- Liberal Feminism, 

Socialist Feminism and Radical Feminism  

 

Books for Reference: 

 Heywood,  Andrew, Political Theory (4th Ed.), Blooms burry, 2022 

 Bhargava,  Rajeev, Acharya,  Ashok, Political Theory : An  Introduction  (2nd  

Ed.), Pearson Education India, 2008. 

 A, parker Principles and Concepts of Political Theory, American Academic 

Publisher, 2023. 
 

 Verma, S. P.,  Modern Political Theory,  Vikas, 1983. 

 Balagangadhara, S.N., and Jakob De Roover, “The Secular State and “Religious 

Conflict: Liberal neutrality and the Indian Case of Pluralism”, The Journal of 

Political Philosophy 15, no. 1: 67-92, 2007. 
 

  Bhargava, Rajeev. Ed, Secularism and Its Critics, Oxford University Press, New 

Delhi, 1998.  
 
 

 Bryson. V, Feminist political Theory, Macmillan, London, 1992.  
 

  Christopher Butler. Postmodernism: A very Short Introduction, OUP Oxford, 

2002. 
 



 Elshtain. J. B, Public Man, Private Man: women in Social and Political Thought, 

Princeton University Press, Princeton NJ, 1981. 

 qÁ. µÀtÄäR, J., s̈ÁgÀvÀzÀ°è Ȩ́PÀÄå®gïªÁzÀ ªÀÄvÀÄÛ CzÀgÀ «ªÀÄ±Éð, ªÀ À̧AvÀ ¥ÀæPÁ±À£À, 

¨ÉAUÀ¼ÀÆgÀÄ, 2022. 

 A.C. Kapur                               -                   Principles of Political theory 
 

 Asirvatham E.                           -                   Political Theory 
 

 J.C. Johari                                 -                   Contemporary Political Theory 

 ಎ�. ಕ� ಷ� ��                          -                      �ಜ�ೕಯ ��� ಂತ 
 

 qÁ. ªÀÄAUÀ¼À ¦æAiÀÄzÀ²ð¤        -             ¹ÛçÃªÁzÀ 

 ºÉZï. J¸ï ²æÃªÀÄw             -             ¹ÛçÃªÁzÀ 

 À̧Ä«ÄvÀæ ¨Á¬Ä                -             ¹ÛçÃªÁzÀ 

 

  



Question Paper Model (Political Science) 

Theory – 80 Marks         Duration: 3 Hours 

Section A 

Answer any ten of the following       10 X 2 = 20 

1. a) 

b) 

            c) 

 d) 

 e) 

 f) 

 g) 

 h) 

 i) 

 j) 

 k) 

 l) 

Section B 

Answer any eight of the following      8 X 5 = 40 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

 



Section C 

 

Answer any two of the following      2 X 10 = 20 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 


